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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
AIKMAN NAMED EIU DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS 
CHARLESTON, IL--Dr. Arthur L. Aikman, a Mattoon native 
and professor in the Department of Curriculum, Instruction and 
Media at Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, is a recipient 
of Eastern Illinois University's Distinguished Alumnus Award. 
The Distinguished Alumnus Award is presented to an outstanding 
alumnus who has distinguished himself/herself in academic, literary, 
business, professional, or public service and/or service to 
the University and who, through his/her accomplishments and 
service, has brought credit to Eastern. 
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ADD 1/1/1/1 AIKMAN NAMED 
A 1950 Eastern graduate, Aikman has more than 35 years 
teaching experience, having taught from the elementary grades 
to graduate school. 
His specialty is secondary education, but his research 
interests include education for the disadvantaged and testing. 
He has worked with education programs in Vietnam, Nepal and 
Thailand. 
He currently serves as executive secretary of the Educational 
Council of 100, a group of citizens and educators that works 
to improve schools in Southern Illinois. 
Aikman is active in Phi Delta Kappa, an international education 
honorary society, at SIUC. He is also a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the State Universities Retirement System and 
is past chairman of the board's Employees Advisory Committee. 
For the past three years, he has served on EIU's Alumni 
Board. 
He taught at Loda (1950-53), served as principal at Onarga 
Grade School (1953-55), as principal of the elementary and junior 
high schools at Cissna Park (1955-59), and as superintendent 
at Hoopeston (1959-63). 
He and his wife, Sarnrnye, live in Carbondale. They have 
two grown sons, Robert and William. 
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